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June 21, 1999

DocketsManagementBranch (HFA-3W)
Food& Drug Administration
5630 FishemLane,Room 1061
Roekville,MD 20852

DOCKET# 98N-1038:IRRADIATIONIN THEPRODUCTION,PROCESSING&HANDLINGOF FOOD

Dear Dr. William Trotter:

This letter is in regardsto labelingfoodsthat havebeen irradiated.I disapproveof irradiationbecauseof the
possiblehealth and environmentalconsequenee~however,since it has been decidedthat irradiation is safeand
that it is a desirableprocess,you shouldat least give the public the right to choosewhetherwewant to buy
irradiatedfoodsor not. Irradiatedproductsshouldbe clearlylabeledwith non-misleadinglanguage.It shouldbe
easyfor the consumerto see, and easyto understand. If irradiation is somethingthat will a.tTectus positively,then
whywouldn’t-youwant to advertiseit? If it is somethingthe publicdoesn’twant and wouldnot chooseif notified
that a productis irradiated,why irradiate?Consumershavea right to choosewhat weput into our bodies.Please
label irradiatedproduets.

Sincerely,
Mary Spears ~
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